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Abstract of JP9265760 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an 
optical disk device integrated with a printing 
function by scanning a print head on an optical 
disk surface and printing character information 
on a label surface while loading the optical 
disk as it is. SOLUTION: Print image 



information to be recorded on the label surface || 
9 is assembled on label surface recording 
software, and a printing command is executed 
from a host computer. The print image formed 
by the host computer is converted to a dot 
image of a polar coordinate display around a 
spindle shaft. Then, a print head drive means 
5 and a spindle motor 6 are operated by a 
control circuit 7, and the print head 4 is made 
to scan in the radial direction of the disk 1 , and 1 
the print head 4 is driven and controlled while 
rotating the disk 1 , and the print head 4 is 
moved to the print position of the label surface 
9 of the disk 1 , and the print operation by an 
ink jet is started synchronously with the 
rotation of the disk 1 . 
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UiBEp^? K^ie^^^^o^^rju^TfSjcc^tt 

f/SBEP^v F»C«P*^* FIB 
[HW3I2] gf|3j&Kltc*si>?» SiriB^^^^ccu- 

^? Figtfr^s^fsi'rsio^^a^^WL, b^eep^ 

JMIU m&W^ v FttgirfB^ffre-SGMV?^* 

^«#*fflt»rffiB««)S ft* c ±*mk±?*>ltT 4 

jmbu flrgEEp^ * Ftigrsa*^^ F*>££S*8to/c 
®mimzm^ t^s^«o $ ft * c t t r *3frr 

CSf^5 3 g»#J«ltC*l,*T m f&SB^ftHr-frtt:, En 

^cc^iB^^cc^oTijDii • «iiflitsj<*ft*c <t 
x*&s. 

EEP*^» F<DtiL&KfcCXCLVftffl2tiZC±Z:ft 

wrgeep^^ * f sriwa*?' 4 x 9<oxyrt>i&VYym«: 

MfrtfOa&SEP*^* FfB«fr#S<fc, I^BER^* FR 
Horace £ o . fftlEEP^ «, F«C Y&«fc>W:ii*iB3fc 

KfcOT* ^ge^vX^CCEnJW^rtfiTEn^^ Fi, 
IfrgBEP^^v F^IB^^X^cD^A^^iBSeft* 
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*&*PA • SIHir&i^tclirsB^vX^^illgBEir^ 
FCcWur^Wcc^A^ifiJtc^Hi^bab^^^x 
*F#K±, ISgBEP^v FRWftgBEP^* FK*# 

«r8e«i»#a»c <t * % m&w^ <* f*x yssww:^ 
io «»c*i»t. &? : 4x#<DmmzmM?z»tezm? 

[0001] 
[0002] 

[0003] muo&mfOT 4 * ^r«, mn^^m 
tc^-rh^. ft«^EPOT$nrci-6. — iigasf- 

l^r«f5J^gBH$tirc^Xt^ ^-tfCD^T^^X^cr) 
[0 0 0 4] C5Gfcg*ec*fIoUC, iigBM^^vX 

^(D^-c^ffltcEp^r^ ^Epgniia*sWD 0 ofL3^r t> 

40 [000 5] 

*r3*«c^^*^^^^«ai35«i«c(»g25^ 

^f'^X^cD^^^CCEpei^ff^/c^K:^ 1£f4 

z * SIS <b n > tr * - * ^ r 7 s 4 x >? <Drt3?£iig2 

TfrgB^-<Jl/^ »; > *fc*PALfr*5OTE0BJ*ff to^tfrt 
50 8«r#JRLft3di62%EPJnb^0. 7 y A JKDiMD • M 
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[0006] 

»o»*B**u frgeiwtaj^iftK:^^, arrant * f 
*sW2#7w**±Tj££*La&. 1*12*7^;** teen 

[0007 ) (2) *&E<Wfcfw X*&Stt> 
K*<,>T> ffiga^-f **JCU-« «fe*JRU»t>Ttittfi© 
£&J^cmS£*t?5:fc^? F<t. f*823fc^ v F*fMB 

siria^* Fi«rt2^^^ Fi8M>?^8*fW8P-r 

[0008] o) *§&&a>3t?4 **$6Btt, mim 
*c*c»t, mix?* xfios-irxzmmisximco 

e^i/diW^ff^*^^ K**BU BEEP^? 

[0009] (4) MHCDdE^^X^Wilt. ana 

CM* fcttH££*f 5 ? F *H« L/, BW2ED¥>v * 30 
KttBffi*^* F^6^aXo/tfiigf»«*^W*rfl[S 

[00 10] (5) *^<D*^-f X^»Stt, 311^ 
[0011] (6) ^W^^Stt, SfT13I 

KB. 

[0012] (7) *mi<D%;7 s 4X*&i&te, 40 
3£B. 

[0013] ( 8 ) *«fB<D#?w X *£SE«:, JOftpJ 

< &fcl»r*i*>**T 5tJt*RKtt«BK:*j<,>T. sm^?* 

^ * *«cEn0j*MrrEn=*>^ * yl. m&w^? vzm 
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KEP^* FfcXYffifcWKWK^T^X^ir^tf 
[0 0 14] (9) -rX?KBI*. Xfe^J 

mx^t^A xzzm^xftmvsm&z^&n&GyMj: 

tmnKm&&7<x**m&w^<? F^aturta** 
^ ? Fs^feEa^ v Fffitt^a&wfflaB-r 2;* * 

•K StJiBEP^v F£XY££ttfc:f&g23fc7W x*±T 

[0015] (io) *^(D*^^ xz$mx. m 1 
x. a x^oM<r«iH-r«aMi«4rr«*««MR 

[00 16] 
[»9lOSIISO««l) 

[ 0 0 1 7 ] 0 1 ^^^-^S^-C* *>fty=< * 

[0018)01 <Djt^4 x*&mx. $&mictm<D 

^ ^ «c u - ifX«nH l/*^tt«tt*»b3 ^Ttf«^ 

«i*£-r«je^? F2. iieex^? f2*otb*^^x 

#l<D*&TArl3falcmbi±U#>. mt&t^* F2*B- 
KX^U*-1 424CXiS0*-^ 1 5, OTe*^^^^ 

±<oad«jcD^«< > f *c a > ^ zKttmitpmzn-rtv^ 

EP^^y K*#<W^^9 FHtt¥«5TA*i/-- 
^•J*- 1 6St;2IO*-^ 1 7, mittri 

&<Dm&-n&u:&]Ete®m&xmftzi*z-ii. its 
6, «B^tf>Kii/*-^6©H«ir*-3r % max 
0, ms3fe^9 f2kckx^9 tsm^fstsfrvipz^ 

v F4Sa f ER^^^ Fnb^A5ZKV^e> FiU*-* 
6«:$(ffll'r^ifSllHl»7<i:0fiKSo .*/c, 8582*7=^ 

F2 ttiB»B{C«»Ur*i 0 . B>TgBEn^^ y F 4 « 
^-cji/®9tcffl^brc^. 
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(00 19) H2tt. 01©*f^^lO«WS^f 
ttfr7^;U®9<tfc-pTl,>*. HKDmTSBX 

t> F;u*- * 6 tcmrffi^ + » * > ^SC2 o cc^t^ra 
j6rs^<D*^7t l o*j*<i8i/"Ct>*. 

<f-x*KKfi*. #7****1, 56^vK2, 10 
»^S3. EP^? K4, Efr?^? FBtt#S5. xe 
>Fju*-*6. W»@B7J:0JS*. **** x 

?S8a> *x Kn^tr^-* i ica&Ksn. ftotai* 

[0021] ST. *^«f^^8gm ffi* 
x *HHtt3&F4 x **BH>Tft*g£SBlifc • 

tcwmrzvsxD. xzmvyt^A xzig&vwt*, is 
1 *jj:af02fcck^ia3^#isu^6S4ii-r*. 

[0 02 2 1 Xf^^«Bk:tt, Xf-tx^ltftt* 
li!87l*iira23fc^* FIUk¥JS3*fmSi»«. 

n*. *ic. rex^9 F2*»6iftsB3fc7wx* ik:^ 
i>u~if:fc*rai*k-c\ r Fux*0tt<D^tcsg*tt 

[002 3 3 CC*r^3*KD^7 ? vX^iB<b^*' 

ffl*£fc>-t*;teEfl^ ^ -VftrVA > EfJ^y 
-^ftsfttei/fce. MB*X h3>tT*-^r 1 1 *>63) 
M*4**»tT3. -r^ih, :*7**X*«8B<DfWaHB 

7«ep^* pinmR5«fms*. tatae^'s* f 

& Hieep4>^9 F4*iw»i,rEP3Wi£*HteT*. 
too24] htic. wztoft<o&m*c-o\<*x&tw? 
z. h3>e*-*Tf*6ftfcEp^y-^». x 
tf > F Jtotte 4m> <t r * K? h -f so 
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CCge»i*ft*. WBB»*>v F4tt, RBEP9^9 Fig 
Xfcr>FJl'< : e-*6t27*4X*£ENEStt. 

$ffi£)T£C£CC<fc*) , JftSBEflS^* F4tt7 r ^x*or>5 

[002 5] meEP^? F4tt. f v h£rr±5±-r 
F**«-r*. -f>*<D«mi, max if > fjw-> 
urm>*x*. rur>%. <fe<£{ag-ce = o<L;£«o/c 

wkep^s* F©«0«aiwc»LTa*«rs 

[0026] (HJS«2) H4tt. ^^OffeO-Hlfi 

^ F»«*«mirsiWHr*5. 

[002 7 3 nmW 1 (C4d^&jg^ 9 Fffi»#S3 £W 

sccmstirito. ntB*^-r x* 
sci^r^re. xtr>F^-!>6 <t*fe^r^j©r 

^Ci(C<fc08oH3lc^7 F2«7 r ^X^(0fB^®8*. 
EP*-sy F«7^®9^r^cr^Ci^pJtfe-C*^. 
3W«««cj:*iiar. locoKtb^®rWSB*^9 F2S 

[0028]iS&. flfe<Dlte^tif*9StCOl*r «H*SW 1 C[> 

[002 9] (I0«^|3) MkMlOttCai^? F4 

S®<DB53Bga^0i8 (D^T FUX^rffli^*C*>J:l>. f 
Jtcfe^, ^riBfB»ffi80T FI/X*«iR*^7 F2CCJ: 
0 8*tt?n4. irfB«®T FUX<Ci!TIB*^7 F2i 
^SBEn^^ 9 F 4<D^SM^ttJlt|c-rtltf . EP¥ F? b 

swiirgBga^®8cD^sr Fux^L-cxEsstciaM-^ 



tt6ftTt>*er)r, EP3W3W)i§ttK ««8tiL9«KaiB 

rnfc<*Tx*f*£#**. cobs, tfm*g§<h»cEn 
^tta<& f-^f^i' o^sBsan^o 8 scat? e ± ** 

[0030] frfc* corrtl^Kfc^T. iSE^v F 
4coasi4^+^r*n^ ms&t^v F2<DgB&- 

[0 03 1 ] ffeO*ffl*>l>ttSfCOt,*T 1 <9*f 
[0032] (H&W4) HJ&WKDffisBEP^* F4 

O Wt * A 5 > ^*«BTfIt * C t CC 

<fco. lifted i &mK»i4«m«tT9c&^-cft«. 

[0 033] ffe<D*ffl^i>rt§fcoi>r (JHfite^ l wfcf 
*x*£B±R«r**©-c. g*ci»gft9!Rc^«fB5 

co 03 4] (m&ms) w&m\<owffim^*Y4: 

b$cc, En^^->tcfSonirsHxt:>F^^-^6^ 

C o o 3 5 ] ffec5itti^Cirt«(co^r (j^fiiw i osfcf 
a **£a±n5j«T&*<0T. g*iA»gft9§&cflaw3rfl& 

[0 03 6] <Hfc0D6) 1 CDHrSBEH^ ^ F4 

»$fc. argBEp^? FcDf^^^cD^^r^rfijofiia 
tc^crfriex t*> fa*-* e ?wjq«&t * j: sicski 

©LT$><tt>. Tftfcfc, WgBEP3^* F4**EP^LJ: 

[0037] m<DmiM>ft&ic-oi>xitmtem i o$fcf 
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[0038] (5SfiS0*7) 5IBfiW6<D8(rgeEP^v F4 

s^«rsHxf>FJi/^-^6<DSflai«:*5i>r. ep?we 

WSEEP^v F4i^8B^y F2#, HsT)V 
v X ^(DMBfB^® 8 <JD«#*frJ/B t, T C L VW«P*tf 

[0039] ffecoiffl^c^gccoc^r imtfcW 1 Ojfef 
io -ra. 

[0040] (^6W8 ) 05 fcfc, *«^<0-|®SWr 

[0041] HKo^y ***sa«:, #3wcra*a<D 
• Kawi/ftSDjtt&jfef * x * i . i*gB*f < 

* * (C U - If 3fc*Mf* Ufc^«Jt4*g?{t 3 tfT tS«* 
WW*—*, f <* x^ft^SMUfci/— *f3fe^6«« 
*PI£T*:M^* F2. iiTgB*^* F 2*1^3*7%;* 
^l<D7^T^^j«C^»#L«>, f*iB#^y F2*S 
W<DF^ v*{4Sfc#<3fc^v F8gtt^©3-C*^y- 
20 FX*»J I 4;fttf&9*-* 1 5. fJgBftf .< * * 

±<d a a*d# ohtco^&ec wEnsj^tfi-TEn^ 

*fii«c*«M*oae>. lirgB^f^^^oDEP^ttatciirgB 

1 esc^o*-^ i 7, i^gBEP^v f^iit 

i*l«>, girfa^fy ^>±<D9i^{4accsiriBEp^^? f 
«V<ep^^9 Fim^S5 r^^y-F^^yjL- 

16' 17 KTsB^f v***t&*a<D 

30 Sfi - W^tcSiE^Isi^arHli^^^x tr> F^*- 
5^6, flTIB^f>F^^-^6<3[)@l£»-C*^r, flsB 
ifef v ^ ^©@^0"C*^^IS 1 9 % SUgB^IAiiofsB 

0. m&c^? F2RCf3fe^v FIBtt^S 3 RUWZ^ 
v F4ac/EP^^? FKlb^SSS^t^F^*-^ 
6«:^IT^J«I@8S7J:0^4. .S/c, fiJgB^fY 
ffilH®8 i^^JUffi9«rWUri^. sygB^fe 
F2«ffilfffi{Cffi«^T*5 9, fiifSBEP^v F4« 
v^t/ffi9tCtB2*0TC>6. 
40 [0042] *SI*SW(D*f 4 * *I£a<D«jf$ 

or, cc-c^^ll^cDEp^Wf^tcot^r^sttB^-r 
[0043] ^mmm<o^tT < * ir&mx. fmm 1 isi 
* % ^^®9(c3t^m$a€Ep^r*ci^-cs-5. s 

/c. EP^^v F2«, EP^^v FfBtt^5&C/5 'tc 

so 
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[0044] &fl^tt. vUl'MtcSmTZti&Jjt- 

x *3Sg<E>#Ja«B}K 7 ttSTgexb*> F * 6 * 

fcfflLT? 4 *2<OW&k®iLZ*kZ>. <*6>*CmriBEP=? 
KSBUj^faSiRtf 5 WiBHI^ar F 

tJKEP*^* H4^^-/>^^«l*UTEP^iW^^ 
[0045] ffi, ^UtefljTtt. HZOHSjfcf^^ 

uj, #-Fy vt^&awa&6ft/c4><D-c^ 
[0046] *mmmicj:titt. j: o wsm^^avmnd 

[0 04 7] <n«feW9)H6«. *&m<D-mmm~e 

[0048] 01 (Dftr a X &5£SL\t, #3*fcKCt*ffl<D 

9l(D?isT)l>y;\SllC&W}1*L,l!>. mS&t^v F2£S 
K4. SfrfBEP^* FfclftSB^wX^O^T^ 

i BRwato*-* i 7 % i&sbxt* 

#8©s^ • ll£KfiiE&@f^rigf£3tf *Ab'> FA 
golB^y^^^HK^-C^^^ttlQ, fl*§B£fil<!: 

F4;R0W£^9 FIB»^S5RCf^K">F^ 
— i5r 6 ^r^iai-r S*fltSI[el» 7 . ffiiB^fw 7s * 1 fcjftiB 

^«I«hU^24, f»IBFU<Y24£Y^** F*r- 

* 2 2 Rtf »J - F* * * - 2 3 TfgttLM&fc?* a X 

* i «:»a^6UUAnT5>r^x^hfa2 uo^ 
-s. cct, Waal's* k 4 . fiteBh 

CBI4^9 F4tt^/Uffi9K*B*tL,*Ct,>a. 
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[0049] etT«: % ^njfiwo*^ < * ^bowe 
H6*jj:c;ig2*5i:ya3^#raott3W^wr 

cor. ccr«^l»^Eq^ttft{cot^TcD*gft^r 

[0 050] x$mm<Dit? 4 *9$mz. 3tssmn 

CCt, IMEHff^* F2tt, »i2EP^9 FRtt 
h#S2 lfc<fc»), ISTgBEn^^ F4CDDltfi^ffij < i:BSi[ 

or, itrSBEfl^^^ F^Ib^©5SC/|frgB^SP*i; h& 
&LZ l^r*t>-a-r*!j©-r^C<t«:J:D, ^SBEP^:^^ F 
4 SrflrgBXT* ^ ^ 1 ±<D±ffi«: *d/c 0 ZCttfi 

[oo5i] &fe#tt v ^-<^®ccgB»r*En^-<y- 

-f x ^$ggCD^mi©K 7 «f3fgeEp^ v FIBtt^S 
sscmta^^*^ h^©2 1 ^f«6?#. MtBEn^^ 

[005 2] ft. *3ESfcfll"Ctt, 02(0^12^^ X^ 
^^CCtt«>f»tl/c^<Dr*>. *-F«i 

[0053] *mmmic *tux . ^j®^. «H»a«»c« 

[0 05 4] (^JS^l 0) HJS^Il i/c«8*/c«9 
W"E©*><0, WffiO(>(D, iSScos^^«> 

^-^Tnr^^^tc-rn^ ^-/^^ogBiiffi^K^iu 
/co. en^v F^nfflL/co*r^ci^w±T^<5. 
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(0055) ffioiffl^c^scc^i^r itmmm 1 <wfc7* 

[0 05 6] (ISJSW1 1) HftWl *rctt8*fc«9 
K2<^>J5*ffi[|CCttS0Tl^. L*>U S3i2EP^ 

v'OlsM 9 #5fc* J: 5 fcHirig*?* y ;* * 1 ^Ang^tt 
[005 8] 

[005 9] ( 1 ) ^WWfe^yX^iai^ffic^tl 

7 s * X ^^t* a X 2&&fre>& 0 ttJ LT&£>xm&^ 
^Mfc. **-r x*£:7fc7^x*£aK*SAL/c££T& 

* teEtmifrr * c t &-e # * . 

[006 1 ] P|l*tC, 7W X*©lllE*ff±1*r«CBl* 
[0 06 2 3 (2> EP*^9 FM»«±*^* F«» 
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10 0 6 3] (3)$»=e-irO^>f^Xi^«, 

>7***x«#«fH»;fci§^ #CcRfcfcH5>iri«# 
»UT*C<!:fc<, fBi|**C7WX*0@^**afr*C£ 

[0 0 6 4] (4) BJ^rr FOffiHSW&ec, 7 s 

z»zm&&&rt\rj:<i75c±&T$*>. i/c. ep^ 

[0 06 5 3 (5) E|J^7 FTEP^m7^;**<9® 

20 mtc&o. mtt^«tfiJc*r«a*H^r*^. 

[0 066] ( 6 ) Efmttf^ec. ep^*->ccj£o 
rime** > F^-^e*i)!mai$riJ:^«:*ij®Lfc 

[0 06 7 3 (7> ep¥>»? F^ai^i/^^ctr-stta 

tcfe^^SSdJ— SCc>i5<fc^tc, i^-^^CL 
C 0 0 6 8 ] 3 Ep^«rf^^tC. EJI^-v^ KiTt^ 

y F#, -7^r;^rSiccfg»3L-c«)< <t^tcL/c^, 
^7 Ftc^tr^cLvsuai^f^ci^r^^. 

C0069] (8) EP^^^ FO^SE^iUT, X# 

40 

[0 07 0] (9) FcD^^Sibr. T^-r 

7 Fggtt^Si. mEKl^v Fe»^acDDJtt^lSJi 

fijffl b/c^, inr#r < c«j^'c^^w<wfe7 r ^ ^ ^$?s% 

[0 07 1 ] (lOSffltcSA^ti/c^^^i 
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[0 0 72 ] (11) EP3^v K£3fc^? K <hP!J OdfJ&C 
-C**. */c, -ecO^EfJ^^v Pnt¥S£^9 FIB 

can *»wo-*»«*7itr»^H. 

[02] ai^^vX^Oi^lffl^TStt^S. 
[03] 01©#7w X*«©*ra5*^*ttWBL 
[04] ^^<D-HJfi«^7nT^0. 

[05 ] MM&nrKHH. 
[06 ] M9I<d— XMM^rKraa. 

[8F^<DS*iJ&] 

1 Jf^^ 

2 F 
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* 4 f EP*^ ? F 

S.EP^or FHIk»K 

6 FJl>*-* 

7 .iranaH 

8 ,§E&® 

9 t ^^ovm 

1 0 

1 1 ,*X h3>ta-^ 

1 2 
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1 5 ,38*)*-* 

1 6 KX^'ja- 

1 7 ,$£»)*-* 
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2 0 

2 1 t -f2>x* h^ffc 
2 2 h*-* 

20 2 3,u— Fx^y»- 
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[Title of the Invention] OPTICAL DISK DRIVE 
[Abstract] 

[Object] To provide an optical disk drive which can print 
letters, designs, or the like on a label surface of an 
optical disk in a state where the optical disk is inserted. 

[Solving Means] An optical disk drive comprises a print 
head 4, print head driving means 5, and a spindle motor 6 
and can print printing data converted into polar coordinates 
on a label surface by controlling the print head driving 
means 5 and the spindle motor 6 to scan the optical disk 
with the print head 4. 

[Claims] 
[Claim 1] 

An optical disk drive provided in an information 
storage device for performing at least one of record and 
reproduction of information by using an interchangeable 
optical disk, the optical disk drive comprising: a print 
head for performing a printing action to the optical disk, 
print head driving means for moving the print head in a 
radial direction of the optical disk, a main axial motor for 
rotating the optical disk, and control means for controlling 
the print head, the print head driving means, and the main 
axial motor, wherein the control means performs the printing 
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action to the optical disk by allowing the print head to 
scan the optical disk. 
[Claim 2] 

The optical disk drive according to Claim 1, further 
comprising: an optical head for irradiating laser beams to 
the optical disk and recording or reproducing information, 
optical head driving means for moving the optical head in a 
radial direction of the optical disk, and control means for 
controlling the optical head and the optical head driving 
means, wherein the print head driving means and the optical 
head driving means are formed as the same means. 
[Claim 3] 

The optical disk drive according to Claim 1, further 
comprising an optical head for irradiating laser beams to 
the optical disk and recording or reproducing information, 
wherein the print head is positioned using an index signal 
of the main axial motor. 
[Claim 4] 

The optical disk drive according to Claim 1, further 
comprising an optical head for irradiating laser beams to 
the optical disk and recording or reproducing information, 
wherein the print head is positioned using position 
information read out from the optical head. 
[Claim 5] 

The optical disk drive according to Claim 1, wherein 
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the main axial motor is controlled to rotate at a constant 
speed in the course of performing the printing action. 
[Claim 6] 

The optical disk drive according to Claim 1, wherein 
the control means controls the main axial motor to increase 
and decrease its speed. 
[Claim 7] 

The optical disk drive according to Claim 6, wherein 
the main axial motor is CLV-controlled in accordance with 
the position of the print head. 
[Claim 8] 

An optical disk drive provided in an information 
storage device for performing at least one of record and 
reproduction of information by using an interchangeable 
optical disk, the optical disk drive comprising: a print 
head for performing a printing action to the optical disk, 
print head driving means for moving the print head in the X 
and Y directions of the optical disk, and control means for 
controlling the print head and the print head driving means, 
wherein the control means performs the printing action to 
the optical disk by allowing the print head to scan the 
optical disk in XY coordinates. 
[Claim 9] 

An optical disk drive provided in an information 
storage device for performing at least one of record and 
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reproduction of information by using an interchangeable 
optical disk, the optical disk drive comprising: a print 
head for performing a printing action to the optical disk, 
print head driving means for moving the print head in a 
direction approximately perpendicular to the inserting 
direction of the optical disk, ejector means for inserting 
and ejecting the optical disk and moving the optical disk in 
the inserting direction of the optical disk relative to the 
print head, and control means for controlling the print head, 
the print head driving means, and the ejector means, wherein 
the control means performs the printing action to the 
optical disk by allowing the print head to scan the optical 
disk in XY coordinates. 
[Claim 10] 

The optical disk drive according to any one of Claims 1, 
8, and 9, having a function of identifying a kind of the 
optical disk. 

[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Industrial Applicability] 

The present invention relates to an information storage 
device using an interchangeable optical disk. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Related Art] 
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Recently, a variety of information storage devices 
using media such as interchangeable optical disks and 
magnetic disks were developed. In addition to optical disks 
as existing products on which data are recorded such as 
music CD and CD-ROM, examples of the optical disks include 
write-once optical disks allowing only once writing action 
and rewriting optical disks allowing a plurality of 
rewriting actions, which are rapidly spread. 

[0003] 

Titles, names of music, and the like are printed on the 
label surfaces of the optical disks as existing products. 
On the other hand, information is recorded on the write-once 
optical disks or the rewriting optical disks by users. 
Accordingly, details of the optical disks are not written on 
the label surfaces thereof. If users can manually write 
file details of the optical disk on the label surface or 
print designs on the label surface, it will be convenient to 
the users. In addition, if the original label design can be 
performed to even an optical disk as an existing product, it 
can widen applicability of optical disks. 

[0004] 

In response to these requirements, printers 
(hereinafter, referred to as "label printer") which can 
perform a printing action to the label surfaces of the 
write-once optical disks comes to the market. In other 
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words, they are printers into which inserting materials 
having thickness and rigidity such as optical disks can be 
inserted. The label printer is one of peripheral devices 
connected to a computer. 
[0005] 

[Problems to be Solved by the Invention] 

However, conventionally, the label printer should be 
prepared separately from an optical disk drive. As a result, 
cost, space, and labor greater than needed are required. In 
order to perform a printing action to the label surface of 
the optical disk, details of the optical disk are checked 
using the optical disk drive and the computer, the optical 
disk is taken out from the optical disk drive, the optical 
disk is inserted into the label printer, and then the 
printing job is performed. Accordingly, the work is 
troublesome. In addition, it is difficult to sequentially 
perform a printing action while referring to the details of 
the optical disk or to write and change the printing details 
corresponding to addition and deletion of a file. 

[0006] 

[Means for Solving the Problems] 

(1) According to an aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided an optical disk drive provided in an 
information storage device for performing at least one of 
record and reproduction of information by using an 
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interchangeable optical disk, the optical disk drive 
comprising: a print head for performing a printing action to 
the optical disk, print head driving means for moving the 
print head in a radial direction of the optical disk, a main 
axial motor for rotating the optical disk, and control means 
for controlling the print head, the print head driving means, 
and the main axial motor, wherein the control means performs 
the printing action to the optical disk by allowing the 
print head to scan the optical disk. 
[0007] 

(2) The optical disk drive according to claim 1 may- 
further comprise: an optical head for irradiating laser 
beams to the optical disk and recording or reproducing 
information, optical head driving means for moving the 
optical head in a radial direction of the optical disk, and 
control means for controlling the optical head and the 
optical head driving means. Here, the print head driving 
means and the optical head driving means may be formed as 
the same means. 

[0008] 

(3) The optical disk drive according to claim 1 may 
further comprise an optical head for irradiating laser beams 
to the optical disk and recording or reproducing information. 
Here, the print head may be positioned using an index signal 
of the main axial motor. 
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[0009] 

(4) The optical disk drive according to claim 1 may 
further comprise an optical head for irradiating laser beams 
to the optical disk and recording or reproducing information 
and the print head may be positioned using position 
information read out from the optical head. 

[0010] 

(5) In the optical disk drive according to claim 1, the 
main axial motor may be controlled to rotate at a constant 
speed in the course of performing the printing action. 

[0011] 

(6) In the optical disk drive according to claim 1, the 
control means may control the main axial motor to increase 
and decrease its speed. 

[0012] 

(7) In the optical disk drive according to claim 6, the 
main axial motor may be CLV- control led in accordance with 
the position of the print head. 

[0013] 

(8) According to another aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided an optical disk drive provided 
in an information storage device for performing at least one 
of record and reproduction of information by using an 
interchangeable optical disk, the optical disk drive 
comprising: a print head for performing a printing action to 
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the optical disk, print head driving means for moving the 
print head in the X and Y directions of the optical disk, 
and control means for controlling the print head and the 
print head driving means, wherein the control means performs 
the printing action to the optical disk by allowing the 
print head to scan the optical disk in XY coordinates. 
[0014] 

(9) According to another aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided an optical disk drive provided 
in an information storage device for performing at least one 
of record and reproduction of information by using an 
interchangeable optical disk, the optical disk drive 
comprising: a print head for performing a printing action to 
the optical disk, print head driving means for moving the 
print head in a direction approximately perpendicular to the 
inserting direction of the optical disk, ejector means for 
inserting and ejecting the optical disk and moving the 
optical disk in the inserting direction of the optical disk 
relative to the print head, and control means for 
controlling the print head, the print head driving means, 
and the ejector means, wherein the control means performs 
the printing action to the optical disk by allowing the 
print head to scan the optical disk in XY coordinates. 

[0015] 

(10) The optical disk drive according to any one of 
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Claims 1, 8, and 9 may have a function of identifying a kind 
of the optical disk. 
[0016] 
[Embodiments] 

(First Embodiment) 

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will 
be described with reference to the drawings. 
[0017] 

Fig. 1 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an 
optical disk drive according to an embodiment of the present 
invention. 

[0018] 

The optical disk drive shown in Fig. 1 comprises an 
optical disk 1 which information can be optically recorded 
on and read out from, an optical head 2 for irradiating 
laser beams to the optical disk to change a physical 
property of the optical disk and to record information on 
the optical disk and reproducing the information by using 
the laser beams reflected from the optical disk, a lead 
screw 14 and a transfer motor 15 as optical head driving 
means 3 for moving the optical head 2 in a radial direction 
of the optical disk 1 to guide the optical head 2 at a 
target track point, a print head 4 for jetting ink to the 
target point on the optical disk to perform a printing 
action, a lead screw 16 and a transfer motor 17 as print 
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head driving means 5 for moving the print head in the radial 
direction of the optical disk to guide the print head at a 
printing position on the optical disk, a spindle motor 6 for 
rotating the optical disk at the number of rotations 
suitable for recording and reproducing information and 
moving a point on the optical disk 1 in a tangential 
direction relative to the print head, a main axis 19 as a 
rotation axis of the spindle motor 6 which is a rotational 
center of the optical disk, a chucking part 20 as a coupling 
part where the optical disk can be attached to and detached 
from the main axis, and a control circuit 7 for controlling 
the optical head 2, the optical head driving means 3, the 
print head 4, the print head driving means 5, and the 
spindle motor 6. The optical disk 1 has a recording surface 
8 and a label surface 9. The optical head 2 is opposed to 
the recording surface 8 and the print head 4 is opposed to 
the label surface 9. 
[0019] 

Fig. 2 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a 
structure of the optical disk 1 shown in Fig. 1. The 
optical disk 1 shown in the figure has one surface as a 
recording surface 8 on which information can be recorded by 
a user and the other surface as a label surface 9 on which 
letter information or the like can be printed with ink. The 
center of the optical disk is provided with, a central 
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opening 10 for connecting the chucking part 2 0 to the 
spindle motor 6. 
[0020] 

Fig. 3 is a block diagram illustrating operations of 
the information storage device according to the present 
invention. The optical disk drive comprises an optical disk 
1, an optical head 2, optical disk driving means 3, a print 
head 4, print head driving means 5, a spindle motor 6, and a 
control circuit 1. The optical disk drive is connected to a 
host computer 11 for control. The entire operating 
situations are notified to an operator through a display 12. 

[0021] 

Similarly to the conventional optical disk drive, the 
optical disk drive according to the present invention has a 
function of recording and reproducing information by using 
an optical disk and a function of printing letter 
information on the optical disk. Now, operations of the 
optical disk drive according to the present invention when a 
user records data on the optical disk and prints a title on 
the label surface of the optical disk will be described with 
reference to Figs. 1, 2, and 3. 

[0022] 

The optical disk 1 is inserted into the optical disk 
drive. When the host computer 6 accesses the optical disk 
drive, the control circuit 7 of the optical disk drive 



- 13 - 



activates the optical head driving means 3. As a result, 
the optical head can be moved to a target track on the 
optical disk. On the other hand, the spindle motor 6 is 
controlled such that the number of rotations of the optical 
disk should be the suitable number of rotations 
corresponding to the position of the optical head 2 on the 
optical disk. Next, the optical head 2 irradiates a weak 
laser beam to the optical disk 1 and reads out recording 
information other than address information. Thereafter, the 
optical head irradiates a strong laser beam to the optical 
disk 1 to perform a recording operation. 
[0023] 

These operations are similar to those of the 
conventional optical disk drive. However, the optical disk 
drive according to the present invention can print letter 
information on the label surface 9 in a state where the 
optical disk 1 is inserted into the optical disk drive. 
Here, the operator starts up software for recording the 
letter information on the label surface. In the software, a 
printing image is designed in which letters indicating a 
title or file details to be recorded on the label surface or 
designs to be inserted into a background are combined. When 
the printing image is finally determined, a print 
instruction from the host computer 11 is executed. Then, 
the control circuit 7 of the optical disk drive activates 
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the print head driving means 5 and moves the print head to a 
printing position on the label surface of the optical 
surface. Thereafter, the control circuit controls the print 
head 4 to start a print operation. 
[0024] 

Now, the print operation will be described in detail. 
The print image prepared by the host computer is converted 
into a dot image in polar coordinates using the axis of the 
spindle as an origin. The print head driving means 5 can 
move the print head 4 in the radial direction of the optical 
disk. The spindle motor 6 can rotate the optical disk and 
can allow the print head 4 to relatively scan the optical 
disk in the 6 direction. By driving the print head 4 at the 
same time as rotating the optical disk in combination of the 
above-mentioned two actions, the print head 4 can scan the 
label surface 9 of the optical disk freely over the whole 
area thereof . 

[0025] 

When reaching a position at which a dot is formed, the 
print head 4 jets ink there to form a fine dot. The jet of 
ink is performed in synchronization with the rotation of the 
optical disk by using an index signal of the spindle motor 6. 
That is, when 8=0 is defined at all the positions, the value 
of 0 can be obtained by counting the index signal. When the 
period of the index signal is too sparse for control 
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accuracy of the print head, it can be compensated for by 
using a PLL circuit and the like. By repeating the movement 
of the print head 4, the rotation of the optical disk 1, and 
the jet action of ink at a high speed, all images can be 
printed on the optical disk. 
[0026] 

(Second Embodiment) 

Pig. 4 is an explanatory diagram illustrating the 
optical head driving means and the print head driving means 
of an optical disk drive according to another embodiment of 
the present invention. 

[0027] 

The optical head driving means 3 and the print head 
driving means 5 in the first embodiment may be formed as the 
same means. The optical head 2 and the print head 4 shown 
in Fig. 4 are all mounted on a 3-shaped carriage 13 and the 
optical disk 1 can be interposed therebetween. When the 
optical disk 1 is inserted into the optical disk drive, the 
optical head is opposed to the recording surface 8 of the 
optical disk and the print head is opposed to the label 
surface 9 of the optical disk. The carriage 13 can be moved 
in the radial direction of the optical disk by means of 
carriage driving means 24. By controlling the carriage 
driving means along with the spindle motor 6, the optical 
head 2 can scan the recording surface 8 of the optical disk 
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and the print head can scan the label surface 9 of the 
optical disk. According to the present embodiment, since 
the optical head 2 and the print head 4 can be driven with 
only one driving means, it is possible to embody the same 
function as the first embodiment with a simpler structure. 
[0028] 

Since other details are similar to those of the optical 
disk drive according to the first embodiment, descriptions 
thereof will be omitted. 

[0029] 

(Third Embodiment) 

In controlling the print head 4 according to the first 
embodiment, physical addresses of the recording surface 8 
may be used for obtaining the 0 coordinate of the print head. 
That is, the addresses of the recording surface 8 are read 
out using the optical head 2. When a positional relation 
between the optical head 2 and the print head 4 is added to 
the physical addresses, the position of a print dot can be 
defined as an absolute position on the optical disk. In 
this case, since the position of an image printed on the 
label surface 9 is accurately associated with the physical 
addresses of the recording surface 8, the addition, 
rewriting, and the like of the printing details can be 
performed without deviation in position. At this time, 
since data on the printing position along with the printing 
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details can be written on the recording surface 8 of the 
optical disk, preparation of software corresponding to it 
facilitates the rewriting of a label. 
[0030] 

In this case, when the speed ability of the print head 
4 is sufficient, the printing may be performed at the number 
of rotations of the optical head 2 at the time of record and 
reproduction. 

[0031] 

Since other details are similar to those of the optical 
disk drive according to the first embodiment, descriptions 
and drawings thereof will be omitted. 

[0032] 

(Fourth Embodiment) 

In controlling the print head 4 and the spindle motor 6 
in the first embodiment, the spindle motor 6 may be 
controlled to rotate at a constant speed at the same time as 
starting up the printing action. In this case, the rotation 
angle can be calculated using a rotation standby time 
without monitoring of the index signal. Accordingly, by 
managing the ink jet timing of the print head with time, the 
same printing action as the first embodiment can be 
performed. The number of rotations of the optical disk at 
the time of printing can be determined in accordance with 
the printing speed of the print head 4. According to the 
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present embodiment, it is possible to perforin a printing 
action to the label surface 9 with a simpler control circuit. 
[0033] 

Since other details are similar to those of the optical 
disk drive according to the first embodiment, descriptions 
and drawings thereof will be omitted, 

[0034] 

(Fifth Embodiment) 

In controlling the print head 4 and the spindle motor 6 
in the first embodiment, the spindle motor 6 may be 
controlled to decrease or increase its speed in accordance 
with a print pattern at the time of printing. That is, the 
spindle motor can rotate slowly in an area where the print 
pattern is dense and rotate rapidly in an area where the 
print pattern is sparse. In this way, by scanning the 
surface at the optimum speed for the print pattern, it is 
possible to print clearer images for a shorter time. In 
this case, the rotation angle of the optical disk can be 
obtained from the index signal or the physical address of 
the recording surface . 

[0035] 

Since other details are similar to those of the optical 
disk drive according to the first embodiment, descriptions 
and drawings thereof will be omitted. 

[0036] 
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(Sixth Embodiment) 

In controlling the print head 4 and the spindle motor 6 
in the first embodiment, the spindle motor 6 may be 
controlled to decrease or increase its speed in accordance 
with the radial position of the print head on the optical 
disk at the time of printing. That is, a constant linear 
velocity (CLV) control may be performed such that the linear 
speed at a position where the print head 4 should perform a 
printing action is constant. As a result, it is possible to 
perform a printing action with quality uniform in the inner 
circumference and the outer circumference. 

[0037] 

Since other details are similar to those of the optical 
disk drive according to the first embodiment, descriptions 
and drawings thereof will be omitted. 

[0038] 

(Seventh Embodiment) 

In controlling the print head 4 and the spindle motor 6 
in the sixth embodiment, the print head 4 and the optical 
head 2 may be moved in the radial direction in 
synchronization with each other. As a result, since the CLV 
control can be performed using the signal from the recording 
surface 8 of the optical disk, it is possible to more simply 
embody the same function as the sixth embodiment. 

[0039] 
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Since other details are similar to those of the optical 
disk drive according to the first embodiment, descriptions 
and drawings thereof will be omitted. 

[0040] 

(Eighth Embodiment) 

Fig. 5 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an 
optical disk drive according to another embodiment of the 
present invention. 

[0041] 

The optical disk drive shown in Fig. 5 comprises an 
optical disk 1 which information can be optically recorded 
on and read out from, an optical head 2 for irradiating 
laser beams to the optical disk to change a physical 
property of the optical disk and to record information on 
the optical disk and reproducing the information by using, 
the laser beams reflected from the optical disk, a lead 
screw 14 and a transfer motor 15 as optical head driving 
means 3 for moving the optical head 2 in a radial direction 
of the optical disk 1 to guide the optical head 2 at a 
target track point, a print head 4 for jetting ink to the 
target point on the optical disk to perform a printing 
action, a lead screw 16 and a transfer motor 17 as print 
head driving means 5 for moving the print head in the radial 
direction of the optical disk to guide the print head at a 
printing position on the optical disk, a lead screw 16' and 
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a transfer motor 17' as print head driving means 5' for 
moving the print head in a direction approximately 
perpendicular to the moving direction of the print head 
driving means 5 to guide the print head at a printing 
position on the optical disk, a spindle motor 6 for rotating 
the optical disk at the number of rotations suitable for 
recording and reproducing information, a main axis 19 as a 
rotation axis of the spindle motor 6 which is a rotational 
center of the optical disk, a chucking part 20 as a coupling 
part where the optical disk can be attached to and detached 
from the main axis, and a control circuit 7 for controlling 
the optical head 2, the optical head driving means 3, the 
print head 4, the print head driving means 5, and the 
spindle motor 6. The optical disk 1 has a recording surface 
8 and a label surface 9. The optical head 2 is opposed to 
the recording surface 8 and the print head 4 is opposed to 
the label surface 9. 
[0042] 

Now, actions of the optical disk drive according to the 
present embodiment will be described with reference to Figs. 
5, 2, and 3. Since actions other than the printing action 
are similar to those of the first embodiment, only the; 
printing action of the present embodiment will be described. 

[0043] 

The optical disk drive according to the present 
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embodiment can print letter information on the label surface 
9 in a state where the optical disk 1 is inserted into the 
optical disk drive, similarly to the first embodiment. The 
print head 2 can be freely moved in the X direction and the 
Y direction on the optical disk by means of the print head 
driving means 5 and 5' . 
[0044] 

An operator designs a printing image to be recorded on , 
the label surface. When the printing image is finally 
determined, the printing instruction from the host computer 
11 is executed. Then, the control circuit 7 of the optical 
disk drive controls the spindle motor 6 to stop the rotation 
of the optical disk. The control circuit activates the 
print head driving means 5 and 5' to move the print head to 
the printing position on the label surface of the optical . 
disk. Thereafter, the print head 4 jets ink to perform a 
printing action. The printing image prepared by the host 
computer is managed in the XY coordinates similarly to a 
conventional printer. By repeating the movement of the 
print head 4 and the jet action of ink at a high speed, all 
the images can be printed on the optical disk. 

[0045] 

In the present embodiment, even when the optical disk 1 
shown in Fig. 2 is contained in a cartridge or the like, it 
is possible to print a label on the cartridge. 
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[0046] 

According to the present embodiment, since the print 
head 4 can be controlled using a simpler method, it is 
possible to embody the control circuit 7 in a simple 
structure. 

[0047] 

(Ninth Embodiment) 

Fig. 6 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an 
optical disk drive according to another embodiment of the 
present invention. 

[0048] 

The optical disk drive shown in Fig. 5 comprises an 
optical disk 1 which information can be optically recorded 
on and read out from, an optical head 2 for irradiating 
laser beams to the optical disk to change a physical 
property of the optical disk and to record information on 
the optical disk and reproducing the information by using 
the laser beams reflected from the optical disk, a lead 
screw 14 and a transfer motor 15 as optical head driving 
means 3 for moving the optical head 2 in a radial direction 
of the optical disk 1 to guide the optical head 2 at a 
target track point, a print head 4 for jetting ink to the 
target point on the optical disk to perform a printing 
action, a lead screw IS and a transfer motor 17 as print 
head driving means 5 for moving the print head in the radial 



- 24 - 



direction of the optical disk to guide the print head at a 
printing position on the optical disk, a spindle motor 6 for 
rotating the optical disk at the number of rotations 
suitable for recording and reproducing information, a main 
axis 19 as a rotation axis of the spindle motor 6 which is a 
rotational center of the optical disk, a chucking part 20 as 
a coupling part where the optical disk can be attached to 
and detached from the main axis, a control circuit 7 for 
controlling the optical head 2, the optical head driving 
means 3, the print head 4, the print head driving means 5; 
and the spindle motor 6, a tray 24 which is moved with the 
optical disk 1 mounted thereon so as to load and unload the 
optical disk 1 to and from the main axis 19, and ejector 
means 21 for driving the tray 24 with an ejector motor 22 
and a lead screw 23 to load and unload the optical disk 1 to 
and from the optical disk drive. Here, the moving direction 
of the print head 4 is approximately perpendicular to the 
moving direction of the tray. The optical disk 1 has a 
recording surface 8 and a label surface 9. The optical head 
2 is opposed to the recording surface 8 and the print head 4 
is opposed to the label surface 9. 
[0049] 

Now, actions of the optical disk drive according to the 
present embodiment will be described with reference to Figs. 
6, 2, and 3. Since actions other than the printing action 
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are similar to those of the first embodiment, only the 
printing action of the present embodiment will be described. 
[0050] 

The optical disk drive according to the present 
embodiment can print letter information on the label surface 
9 in a state where the optical disk 1 is inserted into the 
optical disk drive, similarly to the first embodiment. Here, 
the print head 2 can be freely moved in the radial direction 
of the optical disk by means of the print head driving means 
5. On the other hand, the optical disk 1 can be moved in 
the direction approximately perpendicular to the moving 
direction of the print head 4 by means of the ejector means 
21. That is, by precisely controlling the tray 18, the 
ejector means can be used for the scanning action of the 
print head on the optical disk as well as the loading and 
unloading action of the optical disk to and from the optical 
disk drive. Therefore, by together controlling the print 
head driving means 5 and the ejector means 21, the print 
head 4 can scan the whole surface of the optical disk 1. 

[0051] 

An operator designs a printing image to be recorded on 
the label surface. When the printing image is finally 
determined, the printing instruction from the host computer 
11 is executed. Then, the control circuit 7 of the optical 
disk drive activates the print head driving means 5 and the 



- 26 - 



ejector means 21 to move the print head to the printing 
position on the label surface of the optical disk. 
Thereafter, the print head 4 jets ink to perform a printing 
action. The printing image prepared by the host computer is 
managed in the XY coordinates similarly to a conventional 
printer. By repeating the movement of the print head 4, the 
movement of the optical disk 1, and the jet action of ink at 
a high speed, all the images can be printed on the optical 
disk. 

[0052] 

In the present embodiment, even when the optical disk 1 
shown in Fig. 2 is contained in a cartridge or the like, it 
is possible to print a label on the cartridge. 

[0053] 

According to the present embodiment, since the control 
method and the mechanical structure are simplified, it is 
possible to provide an optical disk drive with low cost. 
[0054] 

(Tenth Embodiment) 

A function of identifying the kind of the optical disk 
1 inserted into the optical disk drive may be additionally 
given to the first, eight, and ninth embodiments. Since 
there are various kinds of optical disks such as optical 
disks having only one side used, optical disks having both 
sides used, optical disks having different diameters, 
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optical disks not having a cartridge, optical disks having a 
cartridges, and the like, a label may not be printed on the 
optical disk 1 and the optical disk may have different 
printable areas. By performing the identification action of 
the optical disks and displaying errors before performing a 
printing action, it is possible to prevent destruction of 
the label surface of the optical disk or damage of the print 
head. It is possible to perform the printing action 
corresponding to various disks such as a single disk or an 
optical disk contained in a cartridge, as well as to 
recognize label areas of various kinds of disks to design a 
label . 

[0055] 

Since other details are similar to those of the optical 
disk drive according to the first embodiment, descriptions 
and drawings thereof will be omitted. 

[0056] 

(Eleventh Embodiment) 

In the first, eighth, and ninth embodiment, the print 
head 4 is located at the opposite side of the optical head 2 
about the optical disk. However, the print head 4 may be 
located at the same side as the optical head 2. In this 
case, at the time of performing a printing action, the 
optical disk 1 should be interchanged such that the label 
surface 9 should face the print head 4, but the optical disk 
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drive can be made thinner as a whole. At this time, when 
the print head driving means 5 and the optical head driving 
means 3 are formed as the same means, it is possible to an 
optical disk drive with a simple structure. 
[0057] 

Since other details are similar to those of the optical 
disk drive according to the first, or eighth, or ninth 
embodiment, detailed descriptions and drawings thereof will 
be omitted. 

[0058] 
[Advantages] 

According to the present invention, the following 
advantages can be obtained. 
[0059] 

(1) By using the optical disk drive according to the 
present invention, it is possible to print a label on an 
optical disk in a state where the optical disk is inserted 
into the optical disk drive without separately providing a 
dedicated label printer at the time of printing the label on 
the optical disk. Since the optical disk drive integrally 
has a printing function, a troublesome work that the optical 
disk is taken out from the optical disk drive and is 
inserted into the label printer, which is necessary for the 
case where the label printer is used, is not required. 
Accordingly, it is possible to print a label rapidly and 
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simply. A printing action referring to details of the 
optical disk or an additional writing or change of printing 
details corresponding to addition or erase of a file can be 
rapidly performed in a state where the optical disk is 
inserted into the optical disk drive. 
[0060] 

When the print head is allowed to scan the optical disk 
in polar coordinates by controlling the print head which can 
be moved in the radial direction of the optical disk and the 
main axial motor, it is possible to embody a mechanism which 
can" perform a printing action to the whole surface of the 
optical disk with a simple structure. That is, in order to 
allow the printer head to scan the whole surface of the 
optical disk, two-axis control is indispensable. However, 
one axis of two axes is combined by the main axial motor of 
the optical disk drive. Accordingly, since only a movement 
mechanism for one axis should be added, it is possible to 
construct an optical disk drive having a label printing 
function without great increase in cost. 

[0061] 

At the same time, since the print action can be 
performed without stopping the rotation of the optical disk, 
it is possible to repeat the record and reproduction of the 
optical disk and the printing action at a high speed. 

[0062] 
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(2) When the print head driving means and the optical 
head driving means are formed as the same means, the means 
can be very simplified mechanically. Accordingly, it is 
possible to embody the optical disk drive according to the 
present invention without great increase in cost. 

[0063] 

(3) In the optical disk drive, the index signal of the 
main axial motor can be simply referred to. Accordingly, 
when the index signal of the main axial motor is used for 
positioning the print head, it is possible to obtain the 
rotation angle of the optical disk simply without adding a 
new sensor or the like. 

[0064] 

(4) When the physical address of the recording surface 
of the optical disk is used for positioning the print head, 
an accurate printing action is possible and in addition, the 
position of an image to be printed is defined as an absolute 
position on the optical disk. As a result, it is possible 
to perform the addition or the rewriting of the printing 
details without deviation in position. Data on the print 
position along with the printing details can be recorded on 
the recording surface 8 of the optical disk. Accordingly, 

it is possible to smoothly perform the rewriting of the 
label . 

[0065] 
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(5) When the rotation of the optical disk is controlled 
to be constant in the course of the printing action of the 
print head, the rotation angle of the optical disk can be 
calculated from the rotation standby time without monitoring 
the index signal or the like. Accordingly, the control 
circuit is simplified and the optical disk drive can be 
embodied with a simple structure . 

[0066] 

(6) When the speed of the spindle motor 6 is increased 
or decreased in accordance with the printing pattern at the 
time of the printing action, the respective positions of an 
image can be always scanned at the optimum speed. 
Accordingly, it is possible to print a clearer image for the 
shortest time. 

[0067] 

(7) When the main axial motor is CLV- control led such 
that the linear velocity at a position where the print head 
performs the printing action is constant, it is possible to 
perform the printing action with quality uniform in the 
inner circumference and the outer circumference. In 
addition, since the clock for jetting ink from the print 
head is constant, the control is simplified. 

[0068] 

(8) When the print head and the optical head are moved 
in the radial direction in synchronization with each other 
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at the time of the printing action, it is possible to more 
simply perform the CLV control of the print head by using 
the signal from the recording surface of the optical disk, 
[0069] 

(8) When two- system driving means for moving the print 
head in the X and Y directions is provided as the scanning 
means of the print head, the print head can be controlled 
with a simple coordinate system. Accordingly, it is 
possible to simplify the control circuit* 

[0070] 

(9) When the print head driving means for moving the 
print head in the radial direction of the optical disk and 
the ejector means for moving the optical disk in the 
direction approximately perpendicular to the moving 
direction of the print head driving means are used as the 
scanning means of the print head, it is possible to embody 
the optical disk drive according to the present invention 
with a simple structure. In addition, since the control is 
performed in the XY coordinate system, the control circuit 
is simplified. Accordingly, it is advantageous in view of 
cost . 

[0071] 

(10) When the function of identifying the kind of the 
optical disk inserted into the optical disk drive is added, 
it is possible to prevent destruction of the label surface 
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of the optical disk due to an erroneous printing action on 
the recording surface by mistake or damage of the print head 
due to pressing the print head to a cartridge or the like. 
In addition, it is possible to perform the printing action 
corresponding to various disks such as a single disk or an 
optical disk contained in a cartridge/ as well as to 
recognize label areas of various kinds of disks to design a 
label . 

[0072] 

(11) When the print head is positioned at the same side 
as the optical head, the device can be made thin as a whole. 
At this time, when the optical head driving means and the 
print head driving means are formed as the same means, it is 
possible to embody an optical disk drive with a simple 
structure. 

[Brief Description of the Drawings] 
[Fig. 1] 

Fig. 1 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an 
embodiment of the present invention. 
[Fig. 2] 

Fig. 2 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a 
detailed structure of an optical disk shown in Fig. 1. 
[Fig. 3] 

Fig. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a structure of 
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an optical disk drive shown in Fig. 1. 
[Fig. 4] 

Fig. 4 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an 
embodiment of the present invention. 
[Fig. 5] 

Fig. 5 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an 
embodiment of the present invention. 
[Fig. 6] 

Fig. 6 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an 
embodiment of the present invention. 
[Reference Numerals] 
1: OPTICAL DISK 
2: OPTICAL HEAD 

3: OPTICAL HEAD DRIVING MEANS 
4: PRINT HEAD 

5: PRINT HEAD DRIVING MEANS 

6: SPINDLE MOTOR 

7: CONTROL CIRCUIT 

8: RECORDING SURFACE 

9: LABEL SURFACE 

10: CENTRAL OPENING 

11: HOST COMPUTER 

12: DISPLAY 

13 : CARRIAGE 

14: LEAD SCREW 
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15: TRANSFER MOTOR 

16: LEAD SCREW 

17: TRANSFER MOTOR 

18: TRAY 

19: MAIN AXIS 

20: CHUCKING PART 

21: EJECTOR MEANS 

22: EJECTOR MOTOR 

23: LEAD SCREW 

24: CARRIAGE CONTROL MEANS 
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[Name of Document] 
[Fig. 1] 

1: OPTICAL DISK 

2: OPTICAL HEAD 

3: OPTICAL HEAD DRIVING MEANS 

4: PRINT HEAD 

5: PRINT HEAD DRIVING MEANS 

6: SPINDLE MOTOR 

8: RECORDING SURFACE 

9: LABEL SURFACE 

14: LEAD SCREW 

15: TRANSFER MOTOR 

16: LEAD SCREW 

17: TRANSFER MOTOR 

19: MAIN AXIS 

20: CHUCKING PART 

[Fig. 2] 

8: RECORDING SURFACE 

9: LABEL SURFACE 

10: CENTRAL OPENING 

[Fig- 3] 

3: OPTICAL HEAD DRIVING MEANS 
5: PRINT HEAD DRIVING MEANS 
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7: CONTROL CIRCUIT 
11: HOST COMPUTER 
12: DISPLAY 

[Fig. 4] 

1: OPTICAL DISK 

2: OPTICAL HEAD 

4: PRINT HEAD 

13 : CARRIAGE 

15: TRANSFER MOTOR 

16: LEAD SCREW 

24 : CARRIAGE CONTROL MEANS 

[Fig. 5] 

1: OPTICAL DISK 
2: OPTICAL HEAD 

3: OPTICAL HEAD DRIVING MEANS 
4: PRINT HEAD 

5: PRINT HEAD DRIVING MEANS 

6: SPINDLE MOTOR 

8: RECORDING SURFACE 

9: LABEL SURFACE 

14: LEAD SCREW 

15: TRANSFER MOTOR 

16: LEAD SCREW 
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17: 


TRANSFER MOTOR 


19: 


MAIN AXIS 


20: 


CHUCKING PART 


[Fig. 6] 




1: 


OPTICAL DISK 


2: 


OPTICAL HEAD 


' 3: 


OPTICAL HEAD DRIVING MEANS 


4: 


PRINT HEAD 


5: 


PRINT HEAD DRIVING MEANS 


6: 


SPINDLE MOTOR 


14 : 


LEAD SCREW 


15: 


TRANSFER MOTOR 


16: 


LEAD SCREW 


17: 


TRANSFER MOTOR 


18: 


TRAY 


19: 


MAIN AXIS 


20: 


CHUCKING PART 


21: 


EJECTOR MEANS 


22 : 


EJECTOR MOTOR 


23: 


LEAD SCREW 



